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Consequences

What are the causes and long-term consequences of 
suboptimal social development?suboptimal social development?

How does an impaired social development get underHow does an impaired social development get under 
the skin in animals and humans?
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Child well-being is better in more equal countries  

www.equalitytrust.org.ukPickett and Wilkinson, BMJ, 2007



Inequality...
H h i h th i h t 20% iHow much richer are the richest 20% in 
each country than the poorest 20%?
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The UNICEF Index of Child Wellbeing is not 
related to National Income per headrelated to National Income per head

www.equalitytrust.org.ukWilkinson & Pickett, The Spirit Level



Pickett and Wilkinson, BMJ, 2007



Why is child well being and attainmentWhy is child well-being and attainment 
related to greater equality?





Single parenthood is not related to child wellbeing 
in rich countries
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The benefits of greater equality are not confined 
to the poor but extend to all social classes
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Leon, D. A., D. Vagero, et al. (1992). "Social class differences in infant mortality 
in Sweden: comparison with England and Wales." Brit Med J 305(6855): 687-91.



 Literacy Scores of 16-25 year olds  by 
Parents' Education1
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Mental illness is more common in more unequal societies

www.equalitytrust.org.ukWilkinson & Pickett, The Spirit Level



Working hours are longer in more unequal countries

Source: Bowles S, Park Y. Economic Journal 2005; 115 (507): F397–F412. 2005.



What kind of stress most reliably raises cortisol levels?
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Stereotype Threat
The effect of caste identity on children's performance
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Source:  Hoff K, Pandey P, World Bank Policy Research Working Paper 3351, June 2004



Social mobility is lower in more unequal countries

www.equalitytrust.org.ukWilkinson & Pickett, The Spirit Level



More Children Drop Out of High School in More Unequal US States

Source: Wilkinson & Pickett, The Spirit Level (2009) www.equalitytrust.org.uk



Inequality in child cognitive development

Source: Marmot Review of Health Inequalities (2010) 



Inequality in child behavioural development

Source: Marmot Review of Health Inequalities (2010) 




